
 
 
 
 
 

Learning Target:  I will be able to use _____________________________as a _____________________________to the  

_______________________________________ of a _______________________. 

1.  WOD:  _______________________________________ POS:  ___________ Context: ______________________________ 

MOD: “He might not, she sobbed, even be ‘all there.’ He might, as long as he lived, lie on the rubber sheet in the center of the bed in 
the front bedroom where the white Marquisette curtains billowed out in the afternoon sea breeze, rustling like palmetto fronds.” 

Prediction: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Definition: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2.  WOD:  _______________________________________ POS:  ___________ Context: ______________________________ 

MOD: “A long list of don'ts went with him, all of which I ignored once we got out of the house. To discourage his coming with me, I'd 
run with him across the ends of the cotton rows and careen him around corners on two wheels. Sometimes I accidentally turned 
him over, but he never told Mama.” 

Prediction: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Definition: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3.  WOD:  _______________________________________ POS:  ___________ Context: ______________________________ 

MOD: “One day I took him up to the barn loft and showed him his casket, telling him how we all had believed he would die. It was 
covered with a film of Paris green sprinkled to kill the rats, and screech owls had built a nest inside it.		
Doodle studied the mahogany box for a long time, then said, ‘It's not mine.’ 

‘It is,’ I said. ‘And before I'll help you down from the loft, you're going to have to touch it.’ 

‘I won't touch it,’ he said sullenly.” 

Prediction: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Definition: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4.  WOD:  _______________________________________ POS:  ___________ Context: ______________________________ 

MOD: “With success so imminent, we decided not to tell anyone until he could actually walk. Each day, barring rain, we sneaked 
into Old Woman Swamp, and by cotton-picking time Doodle was ready to show what he could do.” 

Prediction: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Definition: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Name: 

Teacher: 

Class: 

Date:  

 



 

5.  WOD:  _______________________________________ POS:  ___________ Context: ______________________________ 

MOD: “He still wasn't able to walk far, but we could wait no longer. Keeping a nice secret is very hard to do, like holding your breath. 
We chose to reveal all on October eighth, Doodle's sixth birthday, and for weeks ahead we mooned around the house, promising 
everybody a most spectacular surprise.” 

Prediction: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Definition: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6.  WOD:  _______________________________________ POS:  ___________ Context: ______________________________ 

MOD: “Once I had succeeded in teaching Doodle to walk, I began to believe in my own infallibility, and I prepared a terrific 
development program for him. I would teach him to run, to swim, to climb trees, and to fight. He, too, now believed in my 
infallibility, so we set the deadline for these accomplishments less than a year away, when, it had been decided, Doodle could start 
to school.”  

Prediction: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Definition: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7.  WOD:  _______________________________________ POS:  ___________ Context: ______________________________ 

MOD: “That summer, the summer of 1918, was blighted. In May and June there was no rain and the crops withered, curled up, 
then died under the thirsty sun.” 

Prediction: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Definition: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

8.  WOD:  _______________________________________ POS:  ___________ Context: ______________________________ 

MOD: “I should have already admitted defeat, but my pride wouldn't let me. The excitement of our program had now been gone for 
weeks, but still we kept on with a tired doggedness. It was too late to turn back, for we had both wandered too far into a net of 
expectations and left no crumbs behind.” 

Prediction: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Definition: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

9.  WOD:  _______________________________________ POS:  ___________ Context: ______________________________ 

MOD: “On the topmost branch a bird the size of a chicken, with scarlet feathers and long legs, was perched precariously. Its wings 
hung down loosely, and as we watched, a feather dropped away and floated slowly down through the green leaves.” 
 
Prediction: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Definition: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence: ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

For each box below, choose one journal prompt to address.  Journals should be a minimum of 5 sentences 
in length and must include the selected vocabulary word.  Please darken your punctuation, highlight the 

vocabulary word, and make sure sentences don’t start with a conjunction (so, and, or, but, because). 
 

 
1. The narrator uses a simile to compare the sound of the billowing curtains to the rustling of palmetto 

fronds.  Write 5 more unique similes to describe the sound of billowing curtains. 

2. Describe a time where you careened around a corner, whether on a bike, skateboard, rollerblades, 
wagon, etc. 

3. Doodle sullenly tells his brother that he won’t touch his casket.  Tell me about a time when 
someone tried to force you to do something and you weren’t happy about it. 

   

4. Doodle and his brother put in a lot of effort to ensure that success was imminent.  Describe a time 
when you worked day and night at something to ensure that success would be imminent. 

5. Tell me about a time when you mooned around your house with no real purpose. 

6. Doodle believed so much in his brother’s infallibility that he didn’t know when to call it quits.  
When have you believed so much in someone’s infallibility that you put yourself in harm’s way?
  

   

7. Describe a time when you felt blighted, suffering like crops that wither and die under a thirsty sun. 

8. Most of the time doggedness is a quality to be admired.  Explain why sometimes, like in the story, it 
can be a negative characteristic. 

9. Describe a time when you precariously did something. 
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